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U.S. Officials
Cited as Spies
By Managua

2 Reportedly Halted
In Restricted Zone

By Nancy Nusser
Special to The Washington Post

MANAGUA, May 9—The Ni-
caraguan government today
charged that two U.S, military of-
ficers were found traveling without
permits in a restricted war zone and
suggested that they were involved
in “espionage activity.”

In a protest note to the U.S. Em-
bassy, the Nicaraguan Foreign Min-
istry said the officials, Col, Alden
Cunningham, the embassy’s mili-
tary attache, and Capt. Barbara
Sims were found Tuesday traveling
near the town of Siuna, a remote
area in north central Nicaragua that
has been a focus of combat between
the Sandinista Army and guerrilla
forces.

The note said the officials, who
did not have permission to travel in
the region, were told by Sandinista
military authorities to “leave the
zone immediately.”

“The Nicaraguan  government
- -« has all the right to assume the
said people were engaging in espi-
onage activity,” the note said.

An embassy official would not
confirm receipt of the protest but
said that Cunningham, Jike many.
embassy officials aj] over the world,
frequently traveled outside of the
capital to see what was going on in
the country. “We cannot comment
on [the question of| espionage ac-
tivity,” the official said.

er knowledgeable sources
said that Cunningham was traveling
in the area.

Beyond the letter of protest,
which charged that the trip “con-
stituted a clear Provocation to cre-
ate interventionist actions against
Nicaragua,” there was no indication
that the Nicaraguan government
planned any action against the of-
ficials or the embassy.

Earlier this year Managua
charged that four U .S, Embassy of-
1c1als, two of whom aiready lctt

Nicara ua, were weorking lTor The
CIA. Two Nicaraguan Interior Min-

istry officials also were arrested as
CIAagents.
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